3. A MOTION TO ADOPT a recommendation from the Council that the Presbytery of North Central Iowa overture the 219th General Assembly (2010) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to do the following
 :

Direct the General Assembly Mission Council to re-establish an Office of Collegiate Ministries in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as a vital and integral part of the ministry and mission of the Church and direct that office to prepare a strategy for mission in higher education in concert with middle governing bodies, congregations, and, where possible, ecumenical partners, to be presented to the 220th General Assembly (2012).


Budgetary Impact
The General Assembly Mission Council estimates that the cost of implementing this overture is $85,000 annually. This amount includes programming and staff expenses (salary, benefits, travel, and shared office services).


Rationale
Reaffirmation of the action of the 210th General Assembly (1998) concerning Overture 98:63 on preparing a church-wide mission strategy for Ministry to Higher Education, and of the action of 213th General Assembly (2001) that adopted the report, ―Renewing the Commitment: A Church-wide Mission Strategy for Ministry in Higher Education by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 


The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its predecessor denominations enjoy a long and historic preference for educational pursuits as means of understanding the Gospel of Jesus Christ.


The commitment of the Presbyterian Church in the United States to ministry in higher education is its ―oldest continuing mission‖ beyond the congregation.


The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is represented on many campuses of higher education, including colleges and universities in covenant with the denomination, through the committed work of chaplains and campus ministers.


The students on the campuses of the nation‘s colleges and universities represent a tremendous mission opportunity for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and can be valuable servants for carrying out the mission of the church in areas of social and environmental justice.


Synods and presbyteries that traditionally have been responsible for collegiate ministry are experiencing difficulties in coordinating and financing ministries of higher education.


Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) affiliated collegiate ministries are facing a crisis in funding.
************
� The overture has been submitted by Heather Libich, Director of Child, Youth, & Young Adult Ministries at First Presbyterian Church of Cedar Falls on behalf of the group of College ministry Leaders and Chaplains within the Synod of Lakes and Prairies. Per the Standing Rules of the General Assembly,�proposed overtures which have a possible budgetary impact must be accompanied by a financial estimate from the appropriate General Assembly entity.�





